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The first month has flown by, and it’s been wonderful to see everyone 
settling into routines, making new friends, and engaging in learning.  The 
children started the year off by taking part in our Diversity themed week; 
each year group focused on a different country, learning about its culture, 
language, food, climate and geography and then also learning about a 
prominent figure from that country.  
 
Our assemblies this month have focused on our school values, celebrating 
achievements and bringing our community together. Thank you to all 
parents who joined us for Hawks, Falcons and Caterpillars class assemblies, 
your involvement helps make these moments extra special for your child. 
 
In our last newsletter, we shared our school development priorities for the 
year ahead. At Westfield Primary School, we believe a strong sense of 
belonging is built through a partnership between home and school. 
We’d really value your feedback on how you and the school work together 
to support your child’s wellbeing and inclusion. Please follow this link and 
complete the short survey: 
 
Parent/Carer survey October 2025. 
 
Your thoughts help us grow and improve! 
 
Please take time to look ahead, adding dates to your diary to help your child  
be prepared: 
• Friday 3rd October – World Smile Day. Let’s celebrate the power of a 
smile! We’ll be encouraging everyone to brighten someone’s day with a 
friendly smile. Did you know? Smiling is contagious—let’s start a smile chain 
at Westfield! 
• Thursday 9th October – Individual Photographs. A reminder that 
school photographers will be in to take individual photos of all pupils. Please 
ensure your child comes to school in full uniform and with their best smile! 

• Friday 10th October – #Hello Yellow for World Mental Health Day. 
Join us in raising awareness for young people’s mental health by wearing 
something yellow! We’ll be exploring ways to look after our wellbeing in 
class and assemblies. Let’s turn Westfield yellow for the day! 
• Week beginning 20th October – Parents’ Evenings. Parents’ 
Evenings will run  after school over two days this week.  Separate 
and before these appointments, you’ll have the chance to look 
through your child’s work / books. Look out for booking information 
coming soon! 
 
Happy Half Term on the Horizon! 
 
The children are already looking forward to a well-deserved half term 
break after a fantastic first half term. Thank you for your 
ongoing support and partnership—together, we make 

Westfield Primary School a 
great place to learn and grow. 
 

https://forms.gle/2GsKEkAY2Kj7txJt8
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Well-being and Mental Health at Westfield. 
. 

#Hello Yellow Day! 
 
On Friday 10th October it is World Mental Health day and we are celebrating it 
with YoungMinds’ #hello Yellow day! ‘Hello Yellow’ has been showing young people 
they are not alone with their mental health since 2016. Every year, on world 
mental health day, the idea is to wear yellow to make the day that bit brighter! 
 
We are inviting the children to come to school dressed in items of yellow 
clothing….they may want to come to school dressed entirely in yellow! It is a 
mufti day and we would love for the children to try and wear at least one yellow 
item. 
 
This year #Hello Yellow is about being ‘loud and proud’ as we all stand together 
to support young people’s mental health and be proud of who we are. 
 
As well as a yellow themed mufti day, the children will be doing fun activities in 
class to raise awareness of children’s mental health and helping everyone 
understand that it is ‘ok not to be ok’ and that there is help available if it is 
needed. Every class will also be ‘buddying up’ with another class for a fun 
activity, they have already been communicating to get to know each other.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We hope you enjoyed last month’s Action for Happiness calendar (Self-care 
September), this month the theme is ‘Optimistic October’ and the calendar can 
be found HERE. 

On the calendar, on the 5th, it has a really great suggestion, to: ‘Be a realistic 
optimist. See life as it is, but focus on what’s good.’ 
As the Dalai Lama says, “Choose to be optimistic.  
It feels better.”  
 

 

 

https://actionforhappiness.org/sites/default/files/Oct%202025.jpg
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Keeping Your Child Safe Online 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Parental Advice: Supporting Safe YouTube Use 

YouTube is a popular platform among children (recommended 13+), offering educational videos, 
cartoons, and DIY content. While it can be a great resource, it’s important to help children use it 
safely. Here are some tips for parents: 

1. Use YouTube Kids: This app filters content to make it more appropriate for children. 
However, it’s not perfect, so supervision is still important. 

 
1. Set Time Limits: Encourage balanced screen time by setting daily or weekly limits. This 
helps prevent overuse and ensures children engage in other activities. 

 
1. Watch Together: Viewing videos with your child allows you to discuss what they’re 
watching and address any questions or concerns. 

 
1. Discuss Online Safety: Remind children not to share personal information online and to 
speak to you if they see anything upsetting or confusing. 

 
1. Use Playlists and Subscriptions: Curate safe and educational content by subscribing to 
trusted channels or creating playlists for your child. 

 
Here’s a set of sentence starters that you can use to spark conversation about what your child is 
watching on YouTube: 

 

Talking About YouTube 

1. “What do you like about this video?” 
 

1. “Can you tell me what’s happening in the story/video?” 
 

1. “How does this video make you feel?” 
 

1. “Why do you think the character/person did that?” 
 

1. “Is there anything in this video that confuses you?” 
 

1. “Do you think this could happen in real life?” 
 

1. “What did you learn from this video?” 
 

1. “Would you watch this again? Why or why not?” 
 

1. “Do you think the information in this video is true?” 
 

1. “How would you explain this video to a friend?” 
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Nurture Principles—All Behaviour is Communication 
 
We have linked the Nurture Principles and our 5 Learning 
Behaviours together to support the children with their well-
being and learning. 
This half-term we are focusing on being resilient and 
knowing that our behaviour tells us how we are feeling.  In 
school, the children use Zones of Regulation resources and 
our bubble system to help. 
 
 
Both in school and at home, adults should be aware that all 
behaviour is a child’s way of telling us something and 
therefore we need to reflect on the reasons behind their 
behaviour. 
 
• Why are they behaving in this way?  
• What are they trying to tell us?  
• What can we do to help them? 
 
Some behaviours to look for are being withdrawn, quick to 
anger, being tearful—it is really any behaviour that is not 
usual for each child.  At home and at school, adults can have 
conversations with the children to work together to find 
what helps them the best. 
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Travelling To and From School: 

 
A Reminder for Year 5 & 6 Parents & Carers. 

 
We would like to take this opportunity to remind you of our ‘Travelling to and 
from School’ policy, which outlines our expectations for safe and independent 
travel for all children and their families. 
As children move into Year 5, it becomes the expected practice that they begin 
to travel to and from school more independently. This means that we will assume 
your child may arrive at school on their own in the mornings and leave 
independently at the end of the day when released by the adult in charge of 
their class, unless we are informed otherwise in writing. This marks a change 
from earlier school years (Years R-4), where a responsible adult is expected to 
collect each child. 
As stated in our policy: 
Children in Years 5 and 6 are generally expected to travel to and from school 
independently, unless parents/carers have notified the school in writing that 
they will continue to collect their child. 
 
As it states in our policy: 
 

 

 

You can find the full policy on our website under the ‘Policies’ tab, accessible via 
the ‘Our School’ section. Alternatively, it can be viewed directly HERE. 
 
If you would prefer your child not to be released to travel home alone, please 
ensure you notify us in writing so we can make the necessary arrangements. 
Thank you for your continued support of Westfield Primary School. 
 

 
 
 
 

https://www.westfield.surrey.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=106&type=pdf


Page 6 Westfield Primary Head’s Newsletter— October 2025 

Competition Winners! 
Woking Library held a creative writing competition over the summer of 
2025, with the theme "The Garden," aimed at young writers aged 8-16 . 

Congratulations to Seb in Falcons, and Sophie in Kingfishers who won both 
1st and 2nd prize. 

What an amazing achievement! Here is a snippet from each of their pieces: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Head Boy and Head Girl 
 

Congratulations to Derek and Prudence who are this 
year’s Head Boy and Head Girl. 
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Year 5 Parliament Trip 
 

 

On Thursday 11th September, Year 5 had the opportunity to visit the 
Houses of Parliament in London. This supported their learning all 
about British Values, in particular, Law and Order. First, the children 
discussed the role of Parliament and the government in the United 
Kingdom. They then learnt the difference between the House of 
Commons and the House of Lords which then enabled the children to 
understand their experience in more depth. 
After the introduction, the children took part in a tour and were able 
to wear special headpieces to hear the tour guide. They visited the 
House of Lords, the Great Hall and the House of Commons. When the 
children visited the House of Commons, they saw the Speaker of the 
House, and many politicians debating about different topics. Year 5 
also experienced a real debate in the House of Lords and one 
particular example, was a debate about how to support young people 
in achieving their dream careers. The children had an amazing 
experience and learnt many new things about how laws are created in 
the United Kingdom. 
 
 
 
 
 

“I enjoyed watching a 
real debate and being 

able to sit on the 
green chairs!” 

“I learnt that the Great 
Hall has hosted many 

speakers, such as  Barack 
Obama, and it influenced 
the design of ‘The Great 

Hall’ in Harry Potter! 
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Friends of Westfield—FOW 
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Friends of Westfield—FOW 
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School term dates for 2026-2027 
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Shoebox Appeal 

We are very excited to announce that we will be supporting Link to 
Hope’s Shoebox Appeal again this year. The special Shoeboxes of 
gifts are given to families who often have to make a choice between 
buying food or fuel at Christmas time – buying presents is just not a 
priority. Many of these families do not have running water, heating or 
electricity. Some live in appalling conditions, often living in just one 
or two rooms, and life for them is a real struggle to survive. 
  
A shoebox for a family means that everyone receives a gift. A scarf 
for the mum, a tape measure for the dad, toys and games for the 
children as well as stationery and coloured pens. Also, toiletries, 
toothpaste, shampoo and soap to keep everyone clean and free from 
the germs that make them ill. And of course, sweets and chocolates 
for everyone – a family favourite! 
  
We are kindly asking for monetary donations (for 
example 50p or £1) as well as shoeboxes please. We 
will then use this money to buy items to fill all of our 
shoeboxes just as we usually do. 
  
Monetary donations and shoeboxes to be received 
by Friday 17th October. 

Nurture Support 

We run a couple of lunchtime clubs to support children who find it difficult in 
the lunch hall and/or on the playground. 

If you have any games or toys to donate to these clubs, we would be very    
grateful.   

Thank you! 
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Reminder: Respect for Our Local Community 
 
It has been brought to our attention that some pupils waiting for 
buses near Laburnum Road have been seen running around parked 
cars and adults leaning on vehicles. We kindly ask all parents and 
carers to remind children to behave respectfully and safely while 
waiting for transport. 
 
Please ensure that children stand at designated bus stops and avoid 
gathering near residential driveways or vehicles.  
 
We’ve also received reports of individuals sitting on neighbours’ 
doorsteps, which can cause distress to local residents. 
 
Additionally we have had a report of children deliberately running 
into adults and other children with their scooters, and even 
knocking another child over. Please remind your children to be 
mindful of their behaviour, as this is not acceptable or kind 
behaviour.  
 
As a school, we value our relationship with the community and ask for 
your continued support in helping us maintain a 
positive and respectful environment for 
everyone. 
 
Thank you for your cooperation.      

Help celebrate Our Westfield Heroes! 
 
 
At Westfield Primary School, we believe in recognising the everyday heroes who make 
our school such a special place. If a member of our staff has brightened your day, sup-
ported your child, or made a positive difference—no matter how big or small—we want 
to hear about it! 
Anyone in our school community can be a Westfield Hero: 

• A friendly face in the office 

• Someone who made your child smile 

• A class teacher or Learning Support Assistant who went above and beyond 

• Our Well-Being Assistants, Nurture Lead, SENCO, Inclusion Leader, kitchen staff—
or anyone else you’d like to thank! 
If you’d like to celebrate a member of staff, simply click the link below to fill out our 
short form. Share your story with us, and we’ll make sure your kind 
words are passed on to your Westfield Hero. 
 
Click here to nominate a Westfield Hero. 

Thank you for helping us celebrate the fantastic staff who 
make Westfield Primary School such a wonderful community. 

https://forms.gle/6fkNz7qo1x9Jtv4p8
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Food Bank Support 

We like to support our local community and so all donations of 
food will go to the South Woking Community Food Bank.  The 
Food Bank provides basic food and essentials to people in 
South Woking.  We have a contribution box in the school     
reception area which is emptied regularly and all contributions 
of (in date) tinned and dry food items are gratefully received.  

 As previously mentioned, please send donations for the      
Harvest Celebration Assembly on October 23rd in plastic 
bags so that we can share these too.   

Please send donations in between 20th —22nd October. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Christmas Jumper 
Days 

 
 
 
 

We will be holding our Christmas jumper days on the following 
dress down Fridays; 28th November & 5th December. 
 
The children may also wear a Christmas Jumper (or Christmas 
coloured e.g. red or green) over their uniform on Thursday 
18th December, this is their Christmas meal day. 

 
 
This is not compulsory and just for fun to celebrate       
Christmas.  
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Application for leave of absence/exceptional circumstances  
 
As parents, you have a legal responsibility to ensure your child’s attendance at 
school. Holidays should be taken during the school holiday period.  During the    
academic year pupils are at school for 190 days and at home for 175 days.       
Students are expected to attend 100% of the time. 

Please fill in a request of absence form (available from the office or online) if you 
want to ask the Headteacher to authorise a leave of absence during term time. 
You must ask well in  advance and you are strongly advised to request leave of  
absence before you confirm your arrangements.   
New legislations (Education (Pupil Registration) (England) (Amendment)           
Regulations 2013) means that if an application is not “made in advance to the Head 
teacher by a parent with whom the pupil normally resides, and the Head teacher 
does not consider that leave of absence should be granted due to the  relating to 
that application”, then it will not be authorised.  We will therefore not authorise 
any holidays.  
 
If you take your child out of school without the approval of the school, you may 
be liable to receive a Penalty Notice from Surrey County Council for failing to  
ensure your child’s regular school attendance.  
Holidays in school time will not be authorised. Guidelines from the local authority 
are that they may issue a Penalty Notice (with a fine) to each parent, when     
students are taken out of school during term for 5 days or more and if this      
absence is recorded as unauthorised by the school (e.g. a holiday). Please note it 
includes cumulative absence over a 3 month period (several unauthorised    
absences that total 5 days within a 3 month period). 
 
The amount payable on issue of a Penalty Notice is £80 per parent per child if 
paid within 21 days of receipt of the notice, rising to £160 if paid within 28 days. 
If the penalty notice remains unpaid after 28 days, the Local Authority will     
consider a prosecution in the Magistrates Court. Please note that penalty notices 
are issued per parent/carer per child so a family of two parents and two children 
will receive 4 penalty notices. If the absence exceeds 20 days, your child’s 
name will be removed from the school roll and you will have to reapply for a 
place on your return. 
 
The Headteacher will consider the reasons for the request carefully, taking into 
account the effect on the continuity of your child’s learning and your child’s over-
all attendance rate, and then may authorise up to five days of absence. The 
Headteacher will notify you, via the office, of the decision within five working 
days of receiving your written application. 

Leave of absence, for exceptional circumstances, will not be granted if additional 
leave is taken as holiday either side of this time. Proof of flights or other       
documentation supporting the request must be produced if asked for. 
 
Monthly Attendance Letters 
Monthly letters are automatically produced and sent to all parents whose 
children are late 4 times or more in a month. Monthly letters will also be 
produced to all parents whose child has an attendance below 90%, and for 
those between 91-94%. These letters will continue to be sent until the    
attendance is above 90%. Please be aware that this may take quite a few 
months. 
 
 
Surrey Attendance Advice Officer (previously Education Welfare Officer) 
The Surrey Attendance Advice Officer monitors the attendance of all children on 
a regular basis. They may contact parents if children are consistently late or 
there are concerns about attendance.  
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WESTFIELD PRIMARY DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  
Whilst we endeavour to keep the school dates fixed, we sometimes need 

to change these and ask for your support with amendments. 

Thursday 2nd October Year 5 Victorian dress up day 

Friday  3rd October 10am Dragonflies assembly 
Followed by book look 

Wednesday 8th October 9am Year 3 parents book look 

Thursday 9th October Individual school photos 

Friday 10th October World Mental Health Day—#hello 
yellow! 

Friday  10th October 10am Penguins assembly 

Friday  10th October Year 6 WW2 dress up day 

Tuesday 14th October 9am Year 4 book look 

Wednesday 15th October Owls class trip to Pizza Express 

Thursday  16th October  Flu vaccines to those that have 
signed up 

Thursday  16th October  9am Year 5 book look 

Thursday  16th October  2.30pm Year R book look 

Friday 17th October 10am Puffins assembly 

Friday 17th October 9am Year 1 book look 

Tuesday  21st October Parents evening 3.20-5.30pm in 
school 

Thursday 23rd October 9.15am years 3-6 Harvest assem-
bly 

Thursday 23rd October 11am Years R-2 Harvest assembly 

Thursday 23rd October Parents evening 3.20-5.30pm in 
school 

Friday 24th October 9am Year 6 book look 

Mon-Fri 27th—31st        
October 

Half term week 

Mon-Thurs 3rd—6th           
November 

Yr 6 Bikeability—try it out days, 
and learn to ride days 

Wednesday 5th November Robins class trip to Pizza Express 

Thursday 6th November Open evening 5-6.30pm 

Friday 7th November 10am Robins assembly 

Monday 10th November Chocolate/sweet donation mufti 
day 



WESTFIELD PRIMARY DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  
Whilst we endeavour to keep the school dates fixed, we sometimes need 

to change these and ask for your support with amendments. 

Friday 14th November 10am Owls assembly 

Monday-
Friday 

17th –28th  
November 

Bikeability level 2 for Year 6 
(that have signed up) 

Tuesday 18th November Drink bottles mufti day 

Thursday 20th November 10am Kingfishers assembly 

Thursday 27th November Christmas fair 2.45-4.30pm 

Friday 28th November 
and 5th December 

Christmas jumper days 

Tuesday 2nd December 10am Christmas assembly for 
year 3 

Thursday 4th December 10am Christmas assembly for 
year 4 

Friday 5th December 10am Christmas assembly for 
year 5 

Monday 8th December 2pm Christmas assembly for year 
1 

Tuesday 9th December 2pm Christmas assembly for year 
2 

Tuesday 9th December 2pm Christingle at St Marks 
church for year 6 

Wednesday 10th December 10am Christmas advent assembly 
for year R 

Thursday 11th December Santa’s Grotto—please purchase 
tickets form the FOW 

Thursday 18th December Christmas jumper day and Christ-
mas meal day 

Friday 19th December 1pm Carols around the tree 

Friday  19th December  Children finish at 1.20pm 

Tuesday 6th January Easter term starts 


